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The Mother Angeline Society is dedicated to promoting the cause for beatification and 
canonization of Venerable Mary Angeline Teresa McCrory, O. Carm, foundress of the 
Carmelite Sisters for the Aged and Infirm and advancing her charism in the church.

In this 25th year of the introduction of the Cause of  
Venerable Mary Angeline Teresa, we pay tribute  

to Bishop Howard Hubbard – our Bishop and friend.

      Twenty five years ago, on May 1, 1989, Mother M. Michael 
Rosarie, O. Carm., Superior General of the Congregation of 
the Carmelite Sisters, Sr. M. Kathleen Rosarie, O. Carm., Vicar 
General,  and Father Jude Meade, C.P. , appointed promoter of 
the Cause,  met with Bishop Howard Hubbard at his residence 
in Albany. The purpose of this meeting was to present a petition 
to the Bishop to undertake the first formal preliminary action 
according to the Norms to be Observed in Inquiries Made by 
Bishops in the Causes of Saints.  Bishop Hubbard, who knew 
Mother personally, had been a loyal supporter of this project with 
concerned interest and active participation. 

     In an unprecedented prompt reply of June 1, 1989, the 
Congregation for the Causes of Saints notified The Most Reverend 
Howard Hubbard, that “on the part of the Holy See, there were 
no objections that the cause of canonization of the Servant of 
God, Mother Mary Angeline Teresa McCrory proceed according 
to existing legislation.” With the Bishop’s support Mother’s Cause 
continued to advance and on June 28, 2012, she was declared 
Venerable. 

      Bishop Hubbard was appointed Bishop of Albany by Pope Paul 
VI on February 2, 1977. He was the youngest bishop in the country 
at the time.  When Bishop Hubbard retired in the spring of this 
year, his tenure was the longest in the Diocese’s history, at 37 years. 
The Bishop is known for his dedication to working for society’s 
weakest and most vulnerable.

     Over the years Bishop Hubbard has been a special friend to the 
Carmelite Sisters of the Aged and Infirm.  In his Preface to Father 
Jude Mead’s book in September 8, 1989, Bishop Hubbard refers 
to Mother Angeline as “a remarkable woman who in our twentieth 
century exercised vigorous faith and leadership and unfailing 
reverence for the human dignity and individual needs of the elderly 
in the numerous foundations that grew from her initial vision and 
charism.”

     Part of the charism Mother Angeline bequeathed to her 
daughters and to the Church was her profoundly universal and 
sincere love and respect for Christ’s priests. Bishop Hubbard has 
been first and foremost a faithful Priest. We thank him for all he has 
done to advance the Cause of Venerable Mary Angeline Teresa,  
O. Carm. and we promise him our continued prayers and 
friendship in his retirement.

Bishop Hubbard signing documents at the special 
Mass commemorating the closing of the Cause at 

the Diocesan level  in 2009.

Sr. M. Michael Rosarie, O. Carm,  
Bishop Howard J. Hubbard, D.D. and 
Mother M. Angeline Teresa, O. Carm.
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St. Joseph, Spouse of Virgin Mary, Principal Protector of the Carmelite Order
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When Mother Angeline founded 
the Carmelite Sisters for the Aged and 
Infirm almost 100 years ago, she did 
so because she felt a divinely inspired 
call to care for the elderly in a new 
way. Starting a new religious commu-
nity is in no way a straightforward or 
trivial undertaking. One has to find a 
suitable place to live, benefactors who 
are willing to provide economic sup-
port, and young women who want 
to share in the mission—all this in 
addition to obtaining the necessary 
approval of the local bishop. Break-
ing away from her previous religious 
community, along with her six com-
panions, was a risky venture with no 
guarantee of success. Much of what 
Mother Angeline had to do to begin 
this new community she had to learn 
on her own. There were no workshops 
she could attend or consultants to tell 
her all the steps she needed to follow 
to give life to this new community. 

I have had the opportunity recently 
to read Mother Angeline’s circular 
letters—letters she wrote regularly 
to the Sisters in the Congregation as 
a way of instruction and inspiration. 
Over the course of 46 years, Moth-
er sent out scores of these letters to 
the Superiors of the Congregation, 
and these letters were really Mother 
Angeline’s way of being a mother to 
her spiritual daughters. As just as any 
mother, sometimes she would have 
to correct and admonish, and other 
times she would gush with praise over 
the accomplishments of her “chil-
dren”. What I found striking in read-

ing these letters was the amount of 
attention Mother gave to the spiritual 
formation of the sisters. Mother was 
not only concerned with how well the 
Congregation cared for elderly men 
and women; she was also deeply in-
vested in how her sisters were contin-
ually and seriously attending to their 
spiritual lives. She felt personally re-
sponsible for the young women who 
believed that by joining this Congre-
gation they would be following an au-
thentic path to holiness. To Mother, a 
religious vocation is an invitation that 
God bestows on those who feel called 
to serve Him in a more intimate way: 
“I want to instill in your minds and 
hearts a deep and lasting gratitude 
for the vocation which God has given 
you, a gift so precious that only in 
Eternity will you fully realize its true 
worth.” To this end, Mother regularly 
reminded her sisters that they needed 
to safeguard their vocations, to be 
wary of “worldliness” and things that 
distract them from the spiritual life. 
Even their work with the aged was 
not to be a detriment to their lives 
of prayer: “It makes us [Religious] 
realize more and more that without 
God’s grace we can do nothing. It re-
minds us that we must first be women 
of prayer. Many people can care for 
the aged and infirm. But not everyone 
can bring Christ to them in lives of 
dedication and inspiration.”

Mother maintained this “prayer 
first” perspective throughout her 
many decades of leadership. And as 
times changed, so did Mother’s un-

derstanding of the various particulars 
of religious life. But one thing that 
Mother always held fast to was that 
prayer and one’s relationship with 
God was the one essential thing for 
perseverance in one’s vocation. While 
this is true for the religious vocation, 
by extension, it is true for all of us who 
call ourselves Christian. Whether we 
are single or married, employed or re-
tired, our success in living out God’s 
plan for our lives depends on a regu-
lar and intimate relationship with our 
Lord. Mother knew that so many 
things in the world can distract us 
from this, can seem more interesting, 
but when we reflect on how much 
God is interested in us, it doesn’t seem 
too much to return the favor.

From the Pen of
Brother Robert Chiulli, O.Carm.
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Above all, Elijah’s virtue was zeal, 
and his words “I have been filled with a 
zealous zeal for God” are the motto of 
the Carmelite Order, the motto which 
Mother Angeline adopted for her new 
Congregation. Often she exhorted the 
Sisters to a deeper zeal for God, dem-
onstrated both in their life of prayer and 
in the apostolate for the Aged. The Car-
melite way is never the relaxed way, the 
easy way. It is always the zealous way that 
strives to give all for God and neighbor, 
with energy and devotion. The zeal of 
Elijah led him to confront injustice and 
restore life which is part of the timeless 
inheritance which the Carmelite Sisters 
mirror in their advocacy for the Aged and 
marginalized elderly of our society.

Finally, Elijah was the man who blend-
ed prayer and action in a marvelous way, 

never one without the other. Mother Angeline never tired of 
teaching her Sisters to remain faithful to the life of prayer be-
cause that will always be the true basis of their ministry. To keep 
these elements in balance is not easy, yet it is the Elian gift to his 
Carmelite sons and daughters.

Thank you for your ongoing financial and spiritual support of 
the mission of the Mother Angeline Society that seeks to make 
the Venerable better known, and to advance her Cause for Be-
atification and Canonization. As a daughter of the Prophet of 
Carmel, Mother Angeline herself was prophetic in her life and 
holiness. May her prayers support us, and help us to remain zeal-
ous in the service of God and neighbor. God bless you always.

In Christ,

Very Reverend Mario Esposito, O.Carm.
Vice Postulator 

Greetings from  
Father Mario

Very Reverend Mario Esposito, 
O.Carm., Vice Postulator

Dear Members of the 
Mother Angeline Society,

Greetings to you and peace during 
this summer of 2021. I pray that life for 
you is getting more settled, and that you 
are able to go about your business more 
freely. As members of the Mother An-
geline Society, you and your intentions 
were remembered in a solemn Novena 
of Masses in preparation for the Feast of 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel in July. Dur-
ing this month when we remember both 
Our Lady and the Holy Prophet Elijah, 
the Father of Carmel, Carmelites around 
the world unite in prayer and celebration 
in honor of these holy ones who teach us the meaning of the 
Carmelite vocation, and how to be Christian believers, men 
and women of the Word of God, of service to God and neigh-
bor, and people of charity who always seek union with the 
Lord and a more Christ-like presence in our world.

Venerable Mary Angeline Teresa, O.Carm. had a demon-
strable devotion to Our Lady, of this we are sure. But Mother 
Angeline was also devoted to Saint Elias, the Father of Carmel 
as well. What are the virtues of this Old Testament prophet, 
who is venerated as the Leader and Father of Carmelites, that 
were relevant to Mother and can teach us as well? First of all, 
Elijah was the man of God, a man of deep faith. Elijah lived 
in a very difficult time when the true God was abandoned in 
favor of more attractive pagan gods. His faith and devotion to 
the true God touched every part of his life and ministry, and 
his was a total giving. Mother Angeline frequently counseled 
her Sisters to total giving as well, and she herself held noth-
ing back in God’s service. Faith was the outstanding virtue of 
Mother Angeline and she found in Elijah, the man of God, a 
man who live totally by faith.

David McCrory’s dream of honoring Mother Angeline with a new song, recorded in the Vatican, came true on  
May 25, 2019. In May 2021, David posted the concert held at the church of Santa Maria in Traspontina, in Rome on 
the internet. Mother Angeline’s life story is presented with photos and text accompanied by the concert music. 

To view this concert honoring Mother Angeline visit: https://youtu.be/N3QugmhaaSs

A Concert in Celebration of  Venerable Mother Angeline -  
“A Life of Compassion and Kindness”
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The Carmelite Sisters for the Aged 
and Infirm celebrated the First Pro-
fession of Vows of Sr. Sharon Rose 
Carmel and Sr. Mary Dolores Car-
mel on July 10, 2021. The Eucharistic 
celebration was held at Saint Teresa’s 
Motherhouse in Germantown, NY. 
The Chapel was filled with family 
members, invited guests and friends 
to share the joy, and witness the sisters’ 
profession of religious vows.

His Eminence Timothy Cardinal 
Dolan of the Archdiocese of New 
York was the Principal Celebrant and 
Homilist and the Very Reverend Ma-
rio Esposito, O.Carm. was the Master 
of Ceremonies. Also present were Rev. 
Matthew Breslin and several Carmel-
ites of the Saint Elias Province from 
Middletown, NY. In the homily, Tim-

othy Cardinal Dolan posed the ques-
tion, “What words does Jesus use when 
he invites us to follow Him? ‘Remain 
with Me’… never forget that, dear Sis-
ters, the mandate that Jesus gave you 
on the day of your profession, simply 
to remain in Him. If you remain in 
Him… you will bear much fruit and 
the fruit will be love… Sr. Sharon and 
Sr. Dolores you are going to be doing a 
lot of things in service of Jesus and His 
Church in your apostolates and minis-
tries… the difference is of course that 
you will be doing it with love, the love 
that comes from remaining with Him.”

The highlight of the ceremony was 
when each Sister took their Vows of 
Obedience, Poverty and Chastity. The 
Sisters then received the black veil, 
symbolizing the status of a professed 

Sister. Sr. Dolores Carmel and Sr. Sha-
ron Rose Carmel received their “Obe-
dience” and mission assignment and 
will both be going to Carmel Rich-
mond Healthcare and Rehabilitation 
Center in Staten Island, New York.

Congratulations to the Sisters and 
may they find joy and fulfillment as 
well as receive many blessings as they 
give themselves to the service of God 
and His Church!

Top Photo: Sr. Dolores Carmel, Cardinal 
Timothy Dolan, Sr. Sharon Rose Carmel, 
and Mother Mary Rose Heery, O.Carm.
Photos (L-R): Sr. M. Dolores Carmel 
Benitez; Sr. M. Sharon Rose Carmel  
Mullin; Sisters sign the First Vows Book

First Profession of Vows
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On June 5, 2021, Saint Teresa’s Mother-
house at Avila-on-Hudson celebrated with 
our Carmelite Sisters who commemorated 
their respective 75, 70, 60 and 50 years of 
religious jubilees. 

The principal celebrant was Monsignor 
Drake Shafer from the Diocese of Dav-
enport. Very Reverend Mario Esposito, 
O.Carm. was the Master of Ceremonies, as-
sisted by the Carmelite Brothers of the Saint 
Elias Province in Middletown, New York. 

The Jubilarians are Sr. M. Xavier Fran-
ces Marchiony, O.Carm. (75 years), Sr. 
M. Robert of the Infant Jesus Romano 
O.Carm. (70 years), Sr. M. Lois Joseph 
Baniewicz, O.Carm., Sr. M. Titus Joseph 
Ramsbottom, O.Carm., Sr. M. Jacqueline 
Joseph Wagner, O.Carm. Sr. Barbara Fran-
cis Higgins, O.Carm. (60 years), Sr. Marie 
Richard Carmel Brusca, O.Carm. and Sr. 
Diane Marie Mack, O.Carm. (50 years). 

On this day, our Jubilarians renewed their 
religious vows first made many years ago, 
in the presence of their families, invited 
guests and fellow Sisters. It was a beautiful 
and inspiring testament of mutual love and 
fidelity - God’s and his chosen soul.

We offer our gratitude to all the Jubilar-
ians who have given so many years and so 
much of themselves to the service of God, 
the Church and our Community. May 
God bless each of them abundantly and 
may Our Lady of Mount Carmel enfold 
each in her mantle and draw them ever 
closer to her Son.

Top: Jubilarians
75th Jubilarian: Sr. M. Xavier 
Marchiony; 70th Jubilarian: Sr. M. 
Robert of the Infant Jesus Romano; 
60th Jubilarians (L-R): Sr. M. Lois 
Joseph, Sr. M. Titus Joseph, Sr. M. 
Jacqueline Joseph; 50th Jubilarians 
(L-R): Sr. Diane Marie Mack. 
O.Carm., Sr. Marie Richard Carmel 
Brusca, O.Carm.

The Carmelite Sisters Celebrate 
75, 70, 60 and 50 years 

of Religious Consecration to God

Monsignor Drake Shafer,  
principal celebrant

 

75
Years!

 

70
Years!

 

60
Years!

 

50
Years!



6 The Mother Angeline Society • Fall 2021

Most Rev. Karl Alter blessed the 
new St. Margaret Hall on Madison 
Road in Cincinatti, Ohio on Oct. 2, 
1962.  The home was built by the Car-
melite Sisters for the Aged and Infirm.  
The Sisters had been opening new 
Homes across the country and Arch-
bishop Alter invited them to Cin-
cinnati.  His dream for a facility that 
would serve the elderly was helped to 
completion through the generosity 
of the Walter Schott family and the 
George and Walter McDonald Foun-
dation.  Today St. Margaret serves 99 
skilled long- and short-term residents 
and 35 who require assisted living.  The 
facility has undergone upgrades over 
the years.  We invite you to come and 
see the exciting changes we have made.  

The Sisters are all trained in some 
capacity in order to meet the needs 
of each person they care for.   It is our 
vocation to care for the seniors in our 
country and in Ireland.  

At St. Margaret Hall we try to pro-
vide a way of life that is as home-like 
as possible for our residents and their 
extended families. In this residential 
health care setting we strive to provide 
a Christian community in which to 
live, along with enhancement of hu-
man dignity and quality care.

St. Margaret Hall serves the physical 
mental, spiritual, and emotional well-
being of our residents and is rooted in 
the Catholic faith. We provide a lov-
ing and spiritual community for older 
adults to live lives of caring and whole-

ness inspired by our Carmelite foun-
dation of compassion, service, prayer  
and remembering our motto, “The 
Difference is Love.”

Residents from diverse faith back-
grounds are welcomed and treated 
with care and respect. Priests and Sis-
ters provide spiritual support and com-
fort through pastoral care, daily Mass,  
rosary and weekly Adoration and 
Benediction. 

Mother Angeline Morsels
Test your knowledge about Venerable Mary Angeline 
Teresa by answering some trivia questions—some fun-
damentals, a few fine points, and some for a bit of fun. 
The questions can be found on our website with other 
free learning resources: https://motherangeline.org/
trivia/. New questions will be posted periodically so be 
sure to visit the website to catch a new question and see 
if you know the answer!

DVD with Study Guide
A DVD of the EWTN program “They Might Be 
Saints – Venerable Mary Angeline Teresa McCrory, 
O.Carm. can be purchased at our gift shop website: 
http://carmelitesisters.com/gift-shop/ewtn-dvd#.
YO3uZ5hJE2w.
The series, hosted by The Miracle Hunter Michael 
O’Neill, examines the lives of men and women of faith 
on the path to sainthood and the search for verifiable 
miracles. A study guide is included at no additional 
charge. The length of the program is 30 minutes. 
Cost: $21.00 including media mail shipping.

New on The Mother Angeline Society Webpage!

The Resident’s Corner St. Margaret Hall

Sr. Teresa Kathleen Dominick, O.Carm. 
with residents at St. Margaret’s Hall.
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Sister M. Patricia of the Queen of 
Carmel passed into eternal life on Sun-
day May 9, 2021 at St. Patrick’s Manor, 
in the 65th year of her religious life. 

Sr. Patricia had extensive training in 
the field of nursing including a Master’s 
Degree, as well as Nurse Practitioner. Her 
most recent Missions were St. Patrick’s 
Home (1980-1996), St. Joseph Nurs-
ing Home (1996-2014) and St. Patrick’s 
Manor (2014-2021). Sr. Patricia served 
on the Commission for the Cause of Be-
atification and Canonization of Mother 
M. Angeline Teresa, and she was devoted 
to making Mother better known. She 
gifted memberships and renewals in the 
Mother Angeline Society for family and 
friends every year and purchased materi-
als for distribution to those she met. She 
was also a great promoter of vocations to 
the Carmelite Congregation, generously 
distributing vocation materials wherever 
she went.

Sr. Patricia was full of love for her 
Community and for the aged and infirm 
residents she served throughout more 
than six decades as a Carmelite Sis-
ter. She will remain forever close in our 
minds and hearts.

In Memorium
Sister M. Patricia of the  

Queen of Carmel, O.Carm.

Those who believe their prayers  
were answered through Mother 
Angeline Teresa’s intercession  
are encouraged to contact the  
Carmelite Sisters, or you may  
write to:

The Postulator’s Office
Carmelite Sisters for the  
Aged and Infirm
600 Woods Road
Germantown, NY 12526

M
ary Angeline Teresa McCrory, O

.C

arm
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Venerable

April 2021
A.Y.

…This past October, the Covid 19 hit our seminary... and 
about 60 of us got the virus all around the same time. During 
this time, I asked Mother Angeline to intercede to the Lord 
for us, and would pray the prayer on her prayer card... daily 
during the height of the pandemic over here. We had received 
the prayer cards in a mailing from the Carmelite Sisters.

There were two seminarians in particular who were very 
sick... Deacon D.D., and seminarian D.O. (who) was very sick, 
and... from his words, was pretty much considered dead. D.O. 
was in the hospital for months. Well, both of them are doing 
well now... D.D, God willing, is about to be ordained a priest, 
and D.O. is about to finish up another semester. 

I just wanted to pass this information along. From what I 
understand, Mother Angeline loved Priests and Seminarians. 
I asked for her intersession and prayers to the Lord, and the 
Lord answered our prayers! Thank the Lord, all of us survived 
the seminary-wide outbreak in October 2020. 

June 2021
L.C.

I prayed to Mother Angeline and was able to get a job as a 
Nutrition Specialist for an area senior agency for seniors. An 
answered prayer. Thank you. 

Favors Received
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Follow Us

Virtual Rosary Rally 
October 23, 2021 at 2pm

Join us online as we stream  
live from our beautiful chapel  

for the Sisters recitation of  
the Rosary, the Crowning  

of Our Lady, and Holy Mass. 
More information coming soon.  

Check our social media and website  
www.carmelitesisters.com for updates,  

or call 518-537-5000.

A Reflection  
on Mother  
Angeline’s  
Dependence  
on Divine  
Providence  
and Devotion  
to St. Joseph

Mother Angeline had a great faith and trust in Divine Providence. 
When she felt the urge to do more for the aged, she never doubted that 
she was doing God’s will—once she received approval from the Church 
officials. She also was confident that God would provide for her in all 
her needs. In spite of great poverty, doubt about the future, a temporary 
residence—she and her six companions went ahead with determination 
and courage. God blessed her faith and we thank Him for the fruitful-
ness of her labors. Mother made her Vows on the Feast of St. Joseph in 
1915, and she had a special love for this great saint, turning to him as 
father of the Holy Family to provide material needs and good vocations. 
She showed her love for him by naming foundations after him, by the 
many Sisters bearing his name, and by the celebration of his Feast Days.

St. Joseph Stained Glass window – Avila on the Hudson


