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The Mother Angeline Society is dedicated to promoting the cause for beatification and 
canonization of Venerable Mary Angeline Teresa McCrory, O. Carm, foundress of the 
Carmelite Sisters for the Aged and Infirm and advancing her charism in the church.

In this 25th year of the introduction of the Cause of  
Venerable Mary Angeline Teresa, we pay tribute  

to Bishop Howard Hubbard – our Bishop and friend.

      Twenty five years ago, on May 1, 1989, Mother M. Michael 
Rosarie, O. Carm., Superior General of the Congregation of 
the Carmelite Sisters, Sr. M. Kathleen Rosarie, O. Carm., Vicar 
General,  and Father Jude Meade, C.P. , appointed promoter of 
the Cause,  met with Bishop Howard Hubbard at his residence 
in Albany. The purpose of this meeting was to present a petition 
to the Bishop to undertake the first formal preliminary action 
according to the Norms to be Observed in Inquiries Made by 
Bishops in the Causes of Saints.  Bishop Hubbard, who knew 
Mother personally, had been a loyal supporter of this project with 
concerned interest and active participation. 

     In an unprecedented prompt reply of June 1, 1989, the 
Congregation for the Causes of Saints notified The Most Reverend 
Howard Hubbard, that “on the part of the Holy See, there were 
no objections that the cause of canonization of the Servant of 
God, Mother Mary Angeline Teresa McCrory proceed according 
to existing legislation.” With the Bishop’s support Mother’s Cause 
continued to advance and on June 28, 2012, she was declared 
Venerable. 

      Bishop Hubbard was appointed Bishop of Albany by Pope Paul 
VI on February 2, 1977. He was the youngest bishop in the country 
at the time.  When Bishop Hubbard retired in the spring of this 
year, his tenure was the longest in the Diocese’s history, at 37 years. 
The Bishop is known for his dedication to working for society’s 
weakest and most vulnerable.

     Over the years Bishop Hubbard has been a special friend to the 
Carmelite Sisters of the Aged and Infirm.  In his Preface to Father 
Jude Mead’s book in September 8, 1989, Bishop Hubbard refers 
to Mother Angeline as “a remarkable woman who in our twentieth 
century exercised vigorous faith and leadership and unfailing 
reverence for the human dignity and individual needs of the elderly 
in the numerous foundations that grew from her initial vision and 
charism.”

     Part of the charism Mother Angeline bequeathed to her 
daughters and to the Church was her profoundly universal and 
sincere love and respect for Christ’s priests. Bishop Hubbard has 
been first and foremost a faithful Priest. We thank him for all he has 
done to advance the Cause of Venerable Mary Angeline Teresa,  
O. Carm. and we promise him our continued prayers and 
friendship in his retirement.

Bishop Hubbard signing documents at the special 
Mass commemorating the closing of the Cause at 

the Diocesan level  in 2009.

Sr. M. Michael Rosarie, O. Carm,  
Bishop Howard J. Hubbard, D.D. and 
Mother M. Angeline Teresa, O. Carm.

Spring 2022

Commemorating the 38th Anniversary of the Birth and Death  
of Venerable Mary Angeline Teresa, O.Carm.

A  COMPANION  IN  CARE



2 The Mother Angeline Society • Spring 2022

In May of 2021, Pope Francis gave 
an address in Rome announcing the 
first World Day for Grandparents and 
the Elderly. He began by recognizing 
how difficult the pandemic has been 
for the elderly as they have been im-
pacted particularly hard by the virus, 
and often had to endure many months 
of isolation from family and friends. 
He then goes on to say that they must 
however remain hopeful as they have 
an important vocation in the life of the 
Church. And what is this vocation? It 
is, “to preserve our roots, to pass on the 
faith to the young and to care for the little 
ones.” Age and infirmity are not barri-
ers to the proclamation of the Gospel, 
but rather enflesh the Gospel message 
with depth, experience and wisdom.

It is fairly well known that grand-
parents play a crucial role in the faith 
development of their grandchildren. It 
may be because that while parents are 
occupied with the more immediate 
needs of child rearing: feeding, cloth-
ing, educating, etc., grandparents can 
be the ones who express uncondition-
al love and acceptance, and provide a 
human face of God’s love for them. 
At its best, the affection between a 
grandparent and a grandchild is free 
from judgment and conditions, and 
exists between two people who sim-
ply take the other for who he or she is. 
And when parents are consumed with 

anxiety about whether they are rais-
ing their children correctly according 
to contemporary standards, grandpar-
ents can be that voice that says it is 
always better to err on the side of love.

The witness of Christian living that 
grandparents provide for their grand-
children is profound. I recall one 
time as a young child walking down 
the long hallway of my grandparents’ 
apartment with my grandfather. As 
we arrived to the doorway into the 
kitchen, we stopped, and my grand-
father bent down to me and pointed 
out my grandmother working at the 
kitchen table, unaware of our presence. 
He quietly said, “Every week your 
grandmother fills a bag with grocer-
ies and brings it to the food pantry at 
the church.”  In that simple moment I 
learned the essence of charity: that it 
is done without fanfare, it is done reg-
ularly, and it is done as a fulfillment of 
one’s Christian duty. Many years later 
I remember this event more than any 
treatise on moral theology I have read 
or any homily I have heard.

It was Mother Angeline’s relation-
ship with her own grandfather that 
provided the initial inspiration for 
her own vocation: “I guess first of all it 
was my close association and deep affec-
tion for my 82-year-old grandfather in 
County Tyrone on Lough Neagh’s banks 
in Northern Ireland where I was born.” 

Because she was so close to her grand-
father, she could not bear the thought 
of other elderly men and women ex-
isting in situations where they were 
lonely, neglected, cold or hungry. 
Again, she states, “And although I ad-
mired work for children, hospital work 
and other types of charity, it was my 
strong love for old age and its infirmities 
that influenced me.” 

Pope Francis ended his address to 
grandparents by reminding them that 
they have a great gift to share with the 
world, and this is the gift of prayer: 
“Your prayer is a very precious resource: 
a deep breath that the Church and the 
world urgently need Especially in these 
difficult times for our human family, 
as we continue to sail in the same boat 
across the stormy sea of the pandemic, 
your intercession for the world and for 
the Church has great value: it inspires 
in everyone the serene trust that we will 
soon come to shore.” Mother Angeline, 
a true Carmelite, also believed in the 
power and necessity of prayer, and in 
these trying days, we should follow 
her example and continually offer our 
hearts and minds up to God. And we 
should also give thanks for the grand-
parents, both living and deceased, who 
pointed out to us the way of holiness. 

From the Pen of
Brother Robert Chiulli, O.Carm.
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Dear Members of the 
Mother Angeline Society,

I am happy to greet you in this 
New Year of 2022. I pray you are well, 
and that you enjoyed Christmas and 
New Year’s very much. As members 
of the Mother Angeline Society, you 
are important to us. Your prayerful 
and financial support of the Cause 
for the Beatification and Canoniza-
tion of Venerable Mary Angeline Te-
resa, O.Carm. is invaluable in making 
Mother Angeline known and appre-
ciated. You and your intentions are 
remembered in two Masses each month and in the daily 
prayers of the Carmelite Sisters for the Aged and Infirm. 
Life has been challenging for everyone and only with 
God’s help can we find the strength and positive spirit 
that we need.

This year, we are honoring Mother Angeline Teresa as 
a Companion in Care, which served as the theme of our 
annual celebration of her birth and death on January 21st. 
Throughout the pandemic, in an even more intense way, 
the Carmelite Sisters and those who minister with them 
in the service of the aged and infirm have faced, and con-
tinue to face, enormous challenges because of Covid-19 
and all the issues related to it in the world of health care. 
The staff in our Carmelite homes have been heroic in their 
service of the elderly entrusted to their care, and the Sis-
ters have been there with them step by step. And Mother 
Angeline – her spirit and dedication – remains present 
in the love, compassion and spirit of sacrifice they have 

demonstrated in the ministry. Vener-
able Mother Angeline is always their 
companion, unseen, but felt. As they 
care for the elderly in her spirit and 
according to her core values, she is a 
partner in the work, as her spirit ani-
mates each aspect of life in the various 
nursing homes. In the communion of 
saints, she is with us in God’s family, as 
an inspiration and guide. We say that 
in a Carmelite Home, though the care 
of the elderly may be similar to what is 
provided in other places, with us “the 
difference is love” and this motivates 
and shapes every aspect of the services 
provided. Mother Angeline taught her 
Carmelite daughters this value, to take 
the extra step, so that the residents al-
ways get the top priority, treated as fam-

ily in a home-like setting with gentleness and reverence as  
Christ wills it. 

Thank you for your ongoing financial and spiritual sup-
port of the mission of the Mother Angeline Society that 
seeks to make the Venerable better known, and to advance 
her Cause in the Church. Her spirit of compassion and 
generosity in the care for and protection of the elderly are 
needed now more than ever before. We seek the support of 
her prayers, and her companionship in this mission. God 
bless you and may Our Lady watch over you always.

In Christ,

Very Reverend Mario Esposito, O.Carm.
Vice Postulator 

Greetings from  
Father Mario

Very Reverend Mario Esposito, 
O.Carm., Vice Postulator

Interested in Religious Life?  
Contact Sister Mary O’Donovan, O.Carm.
If you or someone youknow is thinking of a religious vocation  
and interested in our ministry to the elderly as a Carmelite Sister  
for the Aged and Infirm, contact our vocation director at  
srmaryod@stmhcs.org or call 518-537-5000.



On January 21st 2022, the 38th anniversary 
of Venerable Mary Angeline Teresa’s passing to 
eternal life, the Carmelite Sisters for the Aged 
and Infirm held a Eucharistic celebration at 
Saint Teresa’s Motherhouse in Germantown, 
New York. The theme of this year’s celebration is 
‘Venerable Mary Angeline Teresa: A Compan-
ion in Care.’  The Most Reverend Gerardo J. Co-
lacicco of the Archdiocese of New York served 
as the principal celebrant. Also present were the 
Very Reverend Mario Esposito, O.Carm., Prior 
Provincial of the Carmelite Friars of the Saint 

Elias Province in Middletown, NY, Rev. James 
Hess, O.Carm., and the Professed Brothers of 
the St. Eliseus Priory in Harrison, NJ. The Mass 
was live-streamed to the public via the Carmel-
ite Sisters website, and was attended by the Avila 
Sisters. 

Bishop Colacicco’s homily reflected on this 
quote about Mother Angeline: “She lived her 
baptismal and religious consecrations brightly 
and intensely right up to the day God called her 
back to himself.” 
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Commemorating the 38th Anniversary  
of the Birth and Death of Venerable  

Mary Angeline Teresa McCrory, O. Carm.

Above: Venerable Mother Angeline Teresa Companion in Care display



Above: Very Reverend  
Mario Esposito, O.Carm.
Right: The Most Reverend 
Geraldo J. Colacicco
Below: Mother Mary  
Rose Heery, O.Carm.
Celebration Cake

The Mother Angeline Society • Spring 2022 5

These are highlighted excerpts from 
Bishop Colacicco’s homily: 

…That light of Christ that she first re-
ceived at her baptism… that call for every-
one baptized Christian to be light to this 
world - she took very seriously. When chal-
lenges of life… tried to dim that light… 
that light burned brightly and intensely 
and it enabled those around her to live 
their consecrations as well.

At funerals, (there is a reading) from the 
Book of Wisdom… ‘The souls of the just are 
in the hand of God… In the time of their 
visitation they shall shine, and they shall 
dart about like sparks through stubble’. We 
know the power of the spark. It can ignite. 
The spark of Mother‘s life in cooperation 
with God’s grace and cooperation with di-
vine providence continues to ignite.… her 
light enabled her to see clearly the path that 
God had chosen for her life, the purpose of 
her life... It was in that light that enabled 
her to see clearly… the aged and infirm and 
embrace them with love and compassion.

Mother’s life and example still shines 
brightly to remind us to be something dif-
ferent; to allow the spark of His light to 
shine forth from us so that no one remains 
in darkness; so that no one is in the shadow 
- that we are able to see clearly those whom 
Christ hides in. So that when we touch 
their life, we touch Him.

...Holy Communion is the fuel that keeps 
the flame of faith burning brightly and in-
tensely in our lives, just as it did in Mother’s 
life... so Christ might be seen, reverenced, 
and loved in all we say and do. Mother be-
lieved this. She lived it and she has passed 
this legacy on to each and every one of us. 
Let us live out our baptismal and religious 
consecrations brightly and intensely for 
however long God’s providence allows.
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Promoting Mother Angeline at the  
National Shrine of Our Lady of  
Mount Carmel

On November 15, 2021, on the Feast of All Carmelite Souls, Sr. 
Paul Anthony Videtich, O.Carm. held a conference on Venerable Mary 
Angeline Teresa at the National Shrine of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel in 
Middletown, NY. Sr. Paul presented an overview of the founding of the 
Carmelite Sisters for the Aged and Infirm by Mother Angeline, which 
described the revolutionary philosophy of care for the elderly initiated 
in 1929. ‘Person Centered Care’ set the standard of care for the elderly 
in homes run by the Carmelite Sisters. Sr. Paul invited and answered 
questions from the audience, and the conference was concluded with 
the prayer of intercession to Mother Angeline. 

The National Shrine of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel website is  
www.ourladyofmtcarmelshrine.com

The Director of the Shrine can be reached by phone:  
845-343-1879 or email: cbezak@carmelites.com

New from the Gift Shop
Nightlight Companion  
imprinted with the Carmelite 
Shield. Measures: 3”x 3” with  
a single use .4w bulb
Cost: $4.50 + $4.50 shipping

Thank you for joining us in praying 
for the Cause for the Beatification and  
Canonization of Venerable Mary Angeline 
Teresa McCrory, O.Carm. Your interest and 
prayers will help make Mother more widely 
known which will help advance her Cause. 
The benefits as a member of The Mother 
Angeline Society are:

• Receiving a bulletin, issued twice  
each year

• Two masses offered every month  
of the year

• Special remembrances in the prayers  
of the Carmelite Sisters

• Intentions of the members are includ-
ed in an annual novena of Masses in  
preparation for the Feast of Our Lady  
of Mount Carmel

Please consider bestowing an annual 
membership upon someone you know,  
to share in these benefits. An acknowledge-
ment letter will be sent to the new mem-
ber, along with a prayer card. An enrollment 
form can be found at the bottom of the in-
sert in this bulletin. Thank you.

Members of  The  
Mother Angeline Society

NEW
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The Resident’s Corner

Mount Carmel Care Center, a 69-bed home in Lenox, 
Massachusetts, became a Carmelite sponsored facility in 
October of 2013. Previously named Providence Care Cen-
ter, the home was under the sponsorship of the Sisters of 
Providence. The Carmelite Sisters became aware of their 
decision to sell the facility, and they were impressed with 
the caring and mission-oriented spirit of the staff. The home 
was then acquired and renamed. The transition took place 
at a lovely para-liturgical ceremony seamlessly between the 
sponsors. The legacy of mission-driven Catholic healthcare 
was able to continue in the lovely Berkshires of Western 
Massachusetts near The Mount, Edith Wharton’s home, 
and the Boston Symphony’s summer home at Tanglewood.

Still today, that initial impression of the staff as mis-
sion-oriented has been borne out through the last eight 
years and this is what attracts potential residents, guests 
and their families. There are newer facilities close by with 
modern amenities but time after time Mount Carmel is 
the choice for our area. We have many, many short-term 
guests who return when they need rehabilitation and say 
they would not go anywhere else. At Mount Carmel, there 
is a true sense of home and family. All who work here have 
embraced all things Carmelite from our Mission State-
ment and Core Values to all our special Carmelite Feast 
Days. Our core values were unknown to the Mount Car-

mel staff back in 2013, but compassion, hospitality, shared 
commitment and respect for the sanctity of life were pres-
ent and continue to be embraced by the staff. Mount Car-
mel Care Center is a small but mighty home.

Top photos L-R: Residents at Mass; Sisters give  
an Irish entertainment to the residents at MCCC
Bottom Right: Sr. Sean Damien Flynn, O.Carm.  
with a resident

 Mount Carmel Care Center
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Follow Us

Received on August 2, 2021 from T. A.
T. prayed the prayer of intercession to Mother Angeline for employ-
ment.  He was offered a job – one that he hoped for.  “So thank you 
Mother Angeline and other saints out there for being that light we 
all need.”

Received on October 20, 2021 from A. M.
The Postulation Office recently received a letter from A.M. who wrote 
about a serious medical situation. After being diagnosed previously 
with early stage breast cancer, and more recently with early stage ovar-
ian cancer, A. had genetic testing done for hereditary cancer genes.  
The consensus of medical opinion before testing was that she is a 
carrier of the hereditary BRCA 1 or 2 gene. It is a gene with a 50% 
transgenerational transmission.  Having lost her own mother aged 38, 
A. was terrified with the prospect of having passed this genetic ab-
normality to her children and grandchildren.  However, the results of 
her genetic testing showed that there were no genetic abnormalities!  
A. had been praying to Venerable Mother Angeline McCrory for this 
very specific and singular intention and she feels that there has been a 
successful intercession. 

Those who believe their prayers 
were answered through Mother 
Angeline Teresa’s intercession are 
encouraged to contact the Carmel-
ite Sisters, or you may write to:

Postulator’s Office
Carmelite Sisters for the  
Aged and Infirm
600 Woods Road
Germantown, NY 12526

M
ary Angeline Teresa McCrory, O

.C
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